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Bilimsel Etik Bildirimi

Yiksek Lisans tezi olarak hazirladigim [Cahiliye’den Abbasi Devleti’nin
Yikilisina Kadar Klasik Arap Siirinde Firat ve Dicle Nehirleri] adli ¢galismanin 6neri
asamasindan sonu¢lanmasina kadar gecgen sirecte bilimsel etige ve akademik kurallara
0zenle uydugumu, tezi ¢indeki tim bilgileri bilimsel ahlak ve gelenek ¢ercevesinde
elde ettigimi, tez yazim kurallarina uygun olarak hazirladigim bu calismamda
dogrudan veya dolayli olarak yaptigim her alintiya kaynak gosterdigimi ve
yararlandigim eserlerin kaynakcada gosterilenlerden olustugunu beyan ederim.

19.07.2024

Ahmad ALNHAAR
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Onsdz

Firat, kaynagin1 Tiirkiye’deki Toros Daglari’'ndan alan bdlgemizin biiylik
nehirlerinden biridir. Doguda Van Golii ile Agr1 Dagi arasindan dogan Murat suyu ile
Kuzeydogu Anadolu’dan dogan Karasu nehirlerinden olusur. Iki nehir bat1 yoniine
dogru akarak birlesir ve sular1 Giliney Toros daglarin1 asarak giineye dogru seyreder.
Daha sonra gilineydoguya dogru akan nehre, Suriye topraklarindan ge¢cmeden 6nce
bircok kol katilir. Buradan Irak topraklarina akarak, Arap Korfezi’ne bosalan Sattu’l-
Arab’1 olusturmak i¢in Karmat Ali bolgesinde Dicle Nehri ile bulusur. Dicle Nehri de
ayni sekilde Tiirkiye’de Giineydogu Anadolu’daki Toros Daglari’ndan dogar, ancak
nehrin biiylik bir kismi Irak topraklar icerisindedir. Nehir Suriye-Tiirkiye sinirini
gecerek Fishabur kasabasindan Irak topraklarina girer ve nihayetinde Arab Korfezi’ne

bosalir.

Firat ve Dicle gibi iki biiylik nehrin varligi, hem Irak’in statiisiiniin hem de
varliklarmin bir sonucu olarak insanligin ortaya ¢ikisindan giiniimiize kadar tarihi,
sosyal, siyasi, dini ve edebi olaylara yon veren beseri uygarliklarin kurulusunun ana
nedenidir. Iki nehrin -dogal olarak orada- bulunmasi, dzellikle edebiyat ve siir hayatini
acik bir sekilde etkilemis, klasik siirde bu iki nehre yer verilmesine neden olmustur.
Firat, Araplara sinir1 olan bir nehirdi. Otesinde Pers krallig1 bulunuyordu. Dicle Nehri
tizerinde onlarin kadim efsanevi krallarinin baskenti olan Medain vardi. Daha sonra
Araplar Dicle’ye ulasarak Iran fethettiler. Boylece Araplar tarihte ilk kez
yarimadalarinin oOtesine gecerek iki nehrin kontroliinii ele ge¢irmis oldular. Bu
durumun, iki nehrin etrafinda yasayan halklarin genel ve 6zel hayatlarina bir yansimasi

olmustur. Ozellikle de yazarlar ve saitler igin.

Iki nehir, bilhassa hilafetin Sam’dan Bagdat’a tasinmasi sonras1 Arap siirinde
cokca kendisini gostermeye bagladi. Irak o donemde diinyanin merkezi haline geldi.
Bu iki blyik nehrin klasik Arap siirindeki gii¢lii varligindan hareketle ele alinan bu
calisma bir giris, li¢ boliim ve bir sonuctan olusmaktadir. Girig kisminda arastirmanin
amaci, yontemi, ge¢mis ¢aligmalar ve karsilasilan zorluklarin yani sira suyun Arap
kulttrindeki 6neminden, cografi olarak Firat ve Dicle nehirleri de dahil olmak {izere
Araplarda sular1 ve mekanlar ele alan kitaplardan bahsedilmistir. Birinci boliimde
Firat Nehri’nin Islam oncesinden Abbasi Devleti’nin yikilisina kadar eski Arap

siirinde ortaya ¢ikisi, iki nehirden bahseden sairleri ve onlarin Cahiliye donemi,



Sadru’l-Islam ile Emeviler, Abbasi donemi ve ardindan Endiiliis ddneminden itibaren
gecen zaman dilimlerindeki siir 6rneklerini ele almaktadir. Bu boliimde Cabhiliye
siirinde Firat ve Dicle nehirleri, Sadru’l-Islam ve Emevi siirinde Firat ve Dicle
nehirleri, yikilis1 olan h. 656 yilina kadar Abbasi siirinde Firat ve Dicle nehirleri ve
Endiilis siirinde Firat ve Dicle nehirleri olmak tizere dort alt baslikta yer almaktadir.
Ikinci boéliimde geleneksel siirin gayeleri noktasinda Firat ve Dicle nehirlerinin
siirlerde nasil yer aldig1 konusu islenmis olup, alt basliklarinda Islam éncesi dsnemden
Abbasi Devleti’nin yikilisina kadar eski Arap siirinde Firat ve Dicle nehirleri, medih,
fahr, mersiye, nesib, hiciv, hikmet, tasvir gibi anlatim tiirleri agisindan
degerlendirilmistir. Ugiincii béliim tesbih, istiare, kinaye; muhassinati lafziye ve
maneviye ile 6lcu-kafiye gibi sanatsal yonlerin incelenmesini icermektedir. Sonug
kisminda ¢aligmada ulasilan sonuclar yer almaktadir. Basariy1 Allah’tan dileriz. Dogru
yaptigim seyler onun sayesindedir, eksik yaptigim seyler ise benden

kaynaklanmaktadir. Hamd alemlerin Rabbi olan Allah’a mahsustur.
Ahmad ALNHAAR

10.07.2024



Preface

The Euphrates is one of the major rivers in our region, originating from the
Taurus Mountains in Turkey. It is formed by two rivers: the Murat River (meaning
"Murat's Water") in the east, which originates between Lake Van and Mount Ararat,
and the Karasu River (meaning "Black Water") in the west, which originates in
northeastern Anatolia. Both rivers flow westward, then converge, and their waters flow
southward, cutting through the southern Taurus Mountains. The river then flows
southeastward, joining several tributaries before entering Syrian territory, and
continues to flow into Irag. It eventually meets the Tigris River in the area of Karma
Ali, forming the Shatt al-Arab, which empties into the Arabian Gulf.

The Tigris River also originates from the Taurus Mountains in southeastern
Anatolia in Turkey, though most of its course lies within Iraqi territory. The river
crosses the Turkish-Syrian border and enters Iraq near the village of (FayshKhabur),
eventually discharging into the Arabian Gulf. The presence of these two great rivers—
the Euphrates and the Tigris—has been the primary reason for Irag's prominence.
Since the dawn of humanity to the present day, the existence of these rivers has given
rise to civilizations that have led to historical, social, political, religious, and literary
events that continue to this day. The natural presence of these rivers has had a clear
impact on literary and poetic life, especially leading to their mention in ancient poetry.
The Euphrates was seen as the boundary of the Arabs, beyond which lay Persian
territory. On the Tigris River stood Ctesiphon, the capital of their ancient legendary
kingdom. The Arabs eventually reached the Tigris, conquered Persia, and for the first
time in history, expanded beyond their peninsula, gaining control over the two rivers.
This conquest influenced the presence of the rivers in the public and private life of the
people around them, and particularly among writers and poets. Consequently, the
rivers are frequently mentioned in Arabic poetry, especially after the caliphate moved
from Damascus in the Levant to Baghdad in Irag, turning Iraq into the center of the
world at that time. Given the significant presence of these two great rivers in ancient
Arabic poetry, this research includes: an introduction, a preface, three chapters, and a

conclusion.

Preface: This section will discuss the importance of water in Arab heritage, the

books that addressed the geography of the place and the rivers, including the Euphrates

\Y



and Tigris, as well as the research objectives, methodology, previous studies, and

challenges.

Chapter One: This chapter will explore the appearance of the Euphrates and
Tigris rivers in ancient Arabic poetry from the pre-Islamic era until the fall of the
Abbasid Caliphate. It will examine the poets who mentioned the rivers and provide
examples of their poetry over different periods, including the pre-Islamic era, the early
Islamic period, the Umayyad period, the Abbasid period, and Andalusian poets. It

consists of four sections:
« Section One: The Euphrates and Tigris in pre-Islamic poetry.

« Section Two: The Euphrates and Tigris in early Islamic and Umayyad

poetry.

« Section Three: The Euphrates and Tigris in Abbasid poetry until the fall
in 656 AH.

« Section Four: The Euphrates and Tigris in Andalusian poetry.

Chapter Two: This chapter will examine the presence of the Euphrates and Tigris

in traditional poetic themes, with two sections:

« Section One: The presence of the Euphrates in traditional poetic themes
in ancient Arabic poetry, from the pre-Islamic era until the fall of the Abbasid
Caliphate, including themes such as praise, pride, elegy, love poetry, satire,

wisdom, and description.

« Section Two: The presence of the Tigris in traditional poetic themes in
ancient Arabic poetry, from the pre-Islamic era until the fall of the Abbasid
Caliphate, in the same themes as the Euphrates.

Chapter Three: This chapter will address the artistic study of the rivers in poetry,

with three sections:
« Section One: Examples of similes, metaphors, and metonyms.
« Section Two: Examples of verbal and conceptual embellishments.

« Section Three: A look at the rhythm, meter, and rhyme.

Vi



Conclusion: The research concludes with a summary of the most important

findings of the study.

We ask for God's guidance and success. Any accuracy in this work is due to His

guidance, and any shortcomings are from myself. Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds.
Ahmad ALNHAAR

10.07.2024
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Bu arastirma, klasik Arap siirinde Cahiliye doneminden h. 656 yilinda Abbasi
devletinin yikilisina kadar) Firat ve Dicle nehirlerini ele almaktadir. Arastirmada H.
656 yihinda vefat eden Bah& ez-Zuheyr'den sonraki sairlerin siirlerine yer
verilmemistir. Genig bir donemi igine a/masina ragmen her iki irmaktan ya da sadece
birinden s6z eden sairlerin siirleri mumkin oldugunca derlenmis ve incelenmistir.
“Furat” sozciigii hem nehir adi hem de tatl, art anlaminda kullanildig icin bu hususa
dikkat edilmis, bizzat meshur nehir adi anlaminda kullamilmadigi siirler dikkate
alinmamugtir. “Dicle” kelimesi ise baska anlami olmayip 0zel olarak malum nehir
anlamindadir. Arastirmada, vefat tarihleri gozoninde bulundurularak, siirlerinde iKi
nehirden bahseden sairler hakkinda bilgi verilmis ve siirlerinden Ornekler
sunulmustur. Bu sairler kronolojik olarak dort doneme ayrilmistir. Cahiliye sairleri,
Sadru’l-Islam ve Emevi sairleri, yikilisina kadar Abbasi donemi sairleri ve son olarak
Endiilus sairleri. Iki nehrin klasik Arap siirinde bolca kullanildigini géstermesi igin
verilen siir ornekleri yeterli goriilmiistiir. Iki nehrin tasvirini ve sairlerin onlari nasil
kullandigini bilmek igin gsiirdeki geleneksel konular, sairlerin izledigi yontemleri
anlayabilmenin en iyi alamdwr. Bu itibarla medih, 6viinme, mersiye, nesib, hiciv,
hikmet, vasf gibi konularda érnekler sunulmustur. Ayrica bu siirlerdeki sanatsal
ozelliklerin arastirilmasit bir gereklilik arzettiginden klasik bakis agisiyla istiare,
tesbih, kinaye, muhassindti lafziyye ve maneviyye ile siirsel miizikalite konular

incelenmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Edebiyati, klasik siir, Firat, Dicle, sair.
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This research focuses on the rivers Euphrates and Tigris in ancient Arabic poetry
(from the pre-Islamic era up to the fall of the Abbasid Caliphate in AH). The poet Baha'
Zuhayr is the last known poet to have mentioned these rivers, as he died in that year and no
poet is recorded to have referenced them after that date. Despite the long timespan, efforts
have been made to compile poetry mentioning these rivers or one of them. Care has been
taken to avoid using the term "Euphrates” if it does not specifically refer to the river itself,
as it is known that "Euphrates” refers to the famous river or may symbolize purity and
clarity. On the other hand, "Tigris" unmistakably refers to the river, especially without any
other connotation. The research mentions poets who invoked these rivers and provides
excerpts of their poetry along with the dates of their deaths. The poets are divided into four
chronological periods: the Pre-Islamic poets, followed by the Islamic and Umayyad period,
then the Abbasid poets until their downfall. The Abbasid era is further subdivided into
stages: the period from the fall of the Umayyad Caliphate until the end of the second century
AH, followed by the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and the first half of the seventh century AH,
and finally the poets of Al-Andalus. The poetic excerpts were sufficient to demonstrate the
abundance of references to the Euphrates and Tigris in ancient Arabic poetry. To
understand the portrayal of these rivers and how poets utilized them, traditional poetic
purposes were examined as the best field to comprehend the poets' approaches. Poetic
excerpts were categorized into praise, boasting, elegy, genealogy, satire, wisdom, and
description. It was then necessary to investigate the artistic representation according to the
ancients' perspective of the image. Thus, allegory, simile, metaphor, verbal and moral

embellishments, and poetic musicality were studied to complete the analysis.

Keywords: Arabic Literature, classical poetry, Tigris, Euphrates, poet.
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